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and other stationary Tribes, it is of the greatest im-
portance for the service of our Lord. The Gentlemen
of the Company cherish and assist it. It is among
those Tribes that we expect the greatest conversions;
it is there that a great number of laborers must be
sent, if the faith begins to illumine those souls, so
many thousands of years plunged in darkness. If
some fund cannot be found to maintain it, I would
almost willingly give up the care both of a College
and of a Seminary, to make it succeed. But some
persons, who prefer to have their names written in
the Book of life rather than upon this paper, positive-
ly forbid us to abandon in any wise our plans, assur-
ing us of a very certain truth, that God has more
strength and more willingness [14] to help us than
we have courage to undertake enterprises for his
glory.

Now not to wander from the subject of our Resi-
dences, we exercise in these all the functions of Curé
or Pastor, as there are no others here besides our-
selves; we preach the word of God, we administer
the Sacraments of Baptism, of the Altar and of Pen-
ance, of Extreme Unction; we assist at the Sacra-
ment of Marriage; at times we bury and lay out the
dead; we visit the sick; we teach the Christian Doc-
trine to the children, and, as they are becoming more
numerous through the arrival of families, we shall
soon give them the elements of letters, as I have
said. Thus, if the beginnings are small, the end may
be great and blessed.

[15] Besides this, some of us are making an ardu-
ous and thorough study of the language, an occupa-
tion which will some day be so much the more useful
as it is now difficult. We also visit the Savages, and



